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In the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently amended) A seating unit comprising: 

a base, a seat, a back, and a control operably supporting the seat and the back on the 
base for synchronous movement as the back is moved between upright and recline positions; 

the control including a housing, a first mechanism providing a biasing supporting force 
to the back during recline, and a booster spring mechanism for increasing the supporting force; 

an on/off selector device for selectively activating and deactivating the booster spring 
mechanism includes a stop member slidably mounted to the housing and that is movable to a 
| self-sustaining d isengaged first position for deactivating the booster spring mechanism and an 
engaged second position for activating the booster spring mechanism; and 

the booster spring mechanism operably connected to the back for rotation therewith 
during recline of the back, the booster spring mechanism defining an axis of rotation and 
including an arm extending from the axis of rotation that freely rotates when the stop member 
is in the disengaged first position, but that when in the second position, engages the stop 
member to tension the booster spring mechanism upon recline of the back. 

2. (Original) The seating unit defined in claim 1, wherein the on/off selector device 
includes a cable for moving the stop member between the engaged and disengaged positions. 

3. (Original) The seating unit defined in claim 2, wherein the control further includes a 
link that rotates with the back during recline, and wherein the stop member includes a first step 
shaped to operably selectively engage the link to limit recline of the back when the link is 
moved to a third position. 
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4. (original) The seating unit defined in claim 3, wherein the first step, when engaged with 
the link, limits the back to a partial recline position. 

5. (Original) The seating unit defined in claim 4, wherein the stop member includes a 
second step that, when engaged with the link, limits the back to a zero recline. 

6. (Original) The seating unit defined in claim 5, wherein the on/off selector device 
includes a manually operable hand control. 

7. (Original) The seating unit defined in claim 6, wherein the hand control includes a 
detent device operably engaging the hand control. 

8. (Original) The seating unit defined in claim 1, wherein the stop member is slidably 
mounted within the housing for lateral sliding movement. 

9. (Original) The seating unit defined in claim 1 , including a link operably coupled to the 
base and to the seat. 

10. (Original) The seating unit defined in claim 1, including a pivot pin keyed to and 
supporting the link; and wherein the booster spring mechanism includes a torsion spring keyed 
to the pivot pin, the torsion spring having a protrusion, and wherein the on/off selector device 
engages the protrusion to activate the torsion spring. 

11. (Currently amended) In a seating unit having a base, a seat, a back adapted to pivot 
between upright and reclined positions, an energy mechanism for biasing the back toward the 
upright position, a first adjustment mechanism for adjusting a first control member on the 
chair, and a second mechanism for adjusting a second control member on the chair, the 
improvement comprising: 
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a single actuator operably coupled to both the first adjustment mechanism and the 
second mechanism fef selectively operating both said mechanisms togeth e r or on e at a time one 
of said mechanisms when in a first position and selectively operating both of said mechanisms 
when in a second position . , 

12. (Original) The seating unit defined in claim 11, wherein the first mechanism includes an 
energy adjustment mechanism for biasing the back, and the second mechanism includes a back 
stop mechanism for limiting recline of the back. 

13. (Original) The seating unit defined in claim 12, wherein the actuator includes a stop 
member that, when in a first position is totally disengaged, but when in a second operative 
position, engages both the energy adjustment mechanism and back stop mechanism. 

14. (Original) The seating unit defined in claim 12, wherein the stop member is movable to 
a disabled .position where the actuator disengages from the energy adjustment mechanism and 
from the back stop mechanism. 

15. (Currently amended) A seating unit comprising: 

a base, a back, and an underseat control operably coupled to and supporting the back 
for movement between upright and reclined positions, the control including a housing and 
housing, an adjustable component , a stop member engaging the adjustable component, and an 
actuator fef-adjusting the stop member into engagement with t he adjustable component; 

the actuator including a handle fee-operating the stop member and an over-torque 
mechanism connecting the handle to the adjustable featur e stop member ; and 

the over-torque mechanism b e ing configur e d to relea se and pr e v e nt releasing and 
preventing d amage to the stop member and to the actuator and to the adjustable component 
when a damaging excessive force is transmitted by the handle but when the stop member is 
prevented from moving. 
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16. (Original) The seating unit defined in claim 15, including a cable having a first end 
connected to the stop member and a second end connected to the handle. 

17. (Original) The seating unit defined in claim 15, including a detent associated with the 
handle and operably engaging the handle to generate uneven forces upon rotation of the handle 
so as to provide a detented feel to a seated user. 



18. (Original) The seating unit defined in claim 15, wherein the over-torque mechanism 
operates in two directions. 

19. (Original) The seating unit defined in claim 15, wherein the actuator includes a detent 
for holding the handle in a newly selected position even though the adjustable component 
temporarily cannot be moved, and wherein the over-torque mechanism is configured to bias the 
adjustable component to a position corresponding to the newly selected position when the 
adjustable component is able to be moved. 

20. (Original) The seating unit defined in claim 15, wherein the underseat control includes 
a housing with walls defining a cavity opening downwardly and a cover for closing the cavity; 
the stop member being positioned within the cavity and adjustably mounted on at least one rod 
therein. 

21-28. Canceled. 
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